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Jackie and Carol: Today is a special day, a meaningful day, a fruitful day, a bright and shining day. Just exactly what kind of day is it? It is the premier of ‘Fun with Talking, Imitating, Teasing, and Learning.' 
Jackie: When I was in third grade, the school started a fun class – the art of shuochang. Under the guidance of Ms. Li, we learned to talk the talk! We hope to share what we have learned with everyone on the air. 
Carol: Jackie, can you explain to everyone, what is ‘the art of shuochang’ exactly? Is a tongue twister also a form of shuochang art?
Jackie: Precisely! If you are able to do tongue twisters and storytelling with clappers very well, then you, too, have learned to talk the talk. The art of shuochang includes literature, language, music, and performance. It is also known as ‘quyi,’ which is the combination of songs and arts. Quyi is derived from folk songs and literatures. With the development of time, quyi became a unique kind of art form. Put it more simply, quyi can be divided into four types: 
Carol: You are absolutely right. The four types are cross talks, pingshu, clapper talks, and gu qu. When it comes to cross talks, then it gets really interesting. The script can be about anything. You can talk about distant stars or isolated lands. You can make fun of the old and tease the new. You can play linguistic game. You can study dramas. It is an art form that includes ‘laughter’ as a main component. One person can perform cross talks monologue. Two people can perform cross talks duo. When you have more than three people, you can do group cross talks or cross talks duo. 
Jackie: Pingshu is also very interesting. The performers describe a story using very lively languages. It is similar to ‘Taiwan ancient storytelling,’ or ‘dou zui gu.’ Another type is Beijing pingshu that talks mostly about long stories. Wake-up block and paper fan are two must haves for a pingshu performer. A wake-up block is used when the story is about to reach the climax, the performer strikes the wake-up block to make a really loud bang to attract listeners’ attention.
Carol: Let me talk about clapper talks. Clapper talks is a performed by holding a seven-piece or three-piece clapper to recite a story. 
Jackie: The last one is gu qu. It is a storytelling performance like ‘jing yun da gu’ or ‘mei hua da gu.’ It is performed by one person striking a percussion instrument with ‘si hu,’ ‘san xian,’ and ‘yang qin’ as accompaniment. The songs are usually romantic stories about a talented man and a beautiful woman, like ‘mei hua tune.’ 
Carol: After all this, I believe everyone must be really confused by now. But, don’t worry, we will be here every Wednesday to bring you a show about shuochang…  
Jackie and Carol: by me, Jackie, and me, Carol. We will do it step by step, so until next week!
Jackie: Next, I’d like to challenge everyone to this interesting tongue twister…
Jackie and Carol: 
Hao liu shu, hao liu jiu, jie wo liu dou liu sheng hao lu dou. 
Dao le qiu, shou le dou, zai hai liu shu, liu jiu, liu dou, liu sheng, hao lu dou
Carol: When you got nothing better to do during recess, you might want to try it! 
Jackie and Carol: Finally, let’s listen to this interesting new tongue twister, titled ‘The Not So Easy Mandarin’
(plays CD)
Carol: You are right, Mandarin is very profound… 
Jackie: I’m Jackie
Carol: I’m Carol
Jackie and Carol: That’s all for today, we’ll see you next week on ‘Fun with Talking, Imitating, Teasing, and Learning!’
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